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THE B.C. CATHOLIC

Catholic schools present music from classical to jazz

To hear young Catholics mak-
ing good music is one of the great
experiences of our faith. When a
hundred of them join to provide us
with a vibrant concert, we are in-
deed fortunate.

Musicians from St. Thomas
More Collegiate (STMC) and stu-
dents from several Catholic ele-
mentary schools will give a
concert titled A Little Knight Mu-
sic (STMC students call them-
selves Knights) at the Douglas
College Performing Arts Theatre
on Wednesday, Feb. 16, at 7 p.m.

STMC'’s Voices Utopia Cham-
ber Choir and Chancellor Concert
Band will be joined by students
from St. Francis de Sales, St. Mi-
chael’s, Ecole St. Sacrement, and
Our Lady of Fatima elementary
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schools in an evening of music
ranging from classical to jazz.
The program wiil include three
Renaissance dances, Faure’s
Cantique de Jean Racine. a Gene
Puerling arrangement of Joni
Mitchell’s Both Sides Now, a
Jester Hairston arrangement of the
Hold On! spiritual. and many au-
dience-pleasing old favourites.
The Voices Utopia Chamber

Choir is made up of senior stu-
dents at STMC, "while ‘the
Chancellor Concert Band is an in-
termediate-level cnsemble con-
sisting largely of Grade 9s.

Chris Trinidad, the director of
the school’s music program and
conductor of all its choirs and
bands, is-especially proud of the
inclusiveness of these ensembles.

“Anybody can join any of the

groups.” he told me last week. “The
lieve in music being available 10
absolutgly every student who
wishes to-work. hard to develop a
gift which everyone has been given.

“I do not believe in ‘music only
for the gifted,’ though it can cui
tainly come more easily for some.”
he said.

“If you work to develop
through practice and. persever
ance, music can be such a positive
part of every person’s life.”

Trinidad, who lives an in
tensely musical life outside his
teaching job at STMC, empha
sized that music is essential in a
young person’s healthy discovery
of him or herself.

“You can ask some of my stu
dent musicians, who have taken i
chance on being a part of some
thing wonderful and somcthing
transforming, and some will tell
you that they never realized they
had this ‘thing’ inside them. That
thing is the gift of music.”

The ensembles include vanous
vocalists, as well as such mstru
ments as the oboe, French hom,
baritone, tuba, and various clarinets
and guitars. Trinidad encourages his
students to practise their conducting
skills by directing their collcagues
whenever possible. The activities o
these groups arc fully credited as
STMC courses.

All tickets to the Feb 16 con
cert cost $5 and can be obtamed at
the STMC othice o by calling
601 521 180
on STNIC T e
avatlable al
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